
Exterior Elevated Elements:
Current Discussion and Recommendations

TECHNICAL DINNER MEETING:  01 November, 2023
Presented by: 

Kelly Cobeen

 Principal at Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates Inc.

Synopsis of Presentation:

Following the 2015 collapse of a Berkeley, California
balcony that resulted in fatalities, there has been much
activity in the engineering, building envelope and
regulatory arenas regarding exterior elevated elements
(EEEs). This has included both consideration of the
existing potentially vulnerable building stock and of
improved outcomes for new construction, repair, and
reconstruction. This presentation will share WJE’s
experience observing and diagnosing damage in
existing buildings and will provide an overview of
regulatory response and recommendations for
improved performance.

Learning Objectives:

1. Better understand EEEs and why they are of
interest

2. Understand the range of EEE damage seen and
contributors to damage

3. Be aware of what types of regulatory response
have occurred

4. Know basic principles and available resources for
improved performance

Photo Source: City of Berkeley Website - Exterior Elevated Elements Inspection Program (E3) 
https://berkeleyca.gov/doing-business/operating-berkeley/landlords/exterior-elevated-elements-inspection-program-e3
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1. Understand the impacts of climate change on the built  environment from empirical data.
2. Comprehend the cascading effects that weather and the natural environment cause on the built environment.
3. Understand how site conditions affect the survivability of structures in the built environment. Understand WUI Standards
4. Learn what building components can be utilized in a building design for the best cost benefit per square foot for disaster recovery.
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Climate change has increased the frequency and severity of extreme weather events.  In California this has manifested as hotter, drier, longer, and windier weather.  All of these combine to increase fire danger.  These dangers are increased at the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  The area where human development meets or intermingles with the natural environment.  This presentation will review case studies of fires impact on buildings in the WUI.  It will highlight good design practices for decreasing the risk of fire on buildings within the WUI and will also review historical solutions to fire danger.
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Entrance to Conference Center from street level.

Entrance to Conference Center from top level of parking garage.

Map:

Entrance to Conference Center

Entrance to Conference Center

Wednesday November 1, 2023

Registration & Networking:  5:30 - 6:30 pm 
Dinner Served:  6:30 pm 

Presentation / Q & A:  6:45 - 8:00 pm

2000 Powell Street Conference Center

2000 Powell Street, Second Floor
Emeryville CA, 94608

Parking Garage is Hourly, Parking on Powell Street is
Free - Subject to Availability  (see highlights below)

Registration:
$60 (IIBEC Members) / $75 (Non-Members)

Tabletop Sponsorship
$200 (Tabletop + 1 Dinner)

Online Registration at:

NorcalIIBEC.org

72-hour cancellation is requested for a full refund.

When: Where:

Cost: How to Register:

Map:

Meet your Presenter:
Kelly Cobeen is a Principal with Wiss Janney Elstner Associates in their San
Francisco office and is a registered Civil and Structural Engineer with more than
30 years of experience. Her work includes a wide range of project types, sizes
and construction materials, with a special interest in light-frame construction. She
has been involved in numerous code, standard, guideline, research, and
educational activities, including development of regulation regarding EEEs. She
has had extensive involvement, alongside WJE colleagues, in project work
involving EEE inspection, shoring, repair, and reconstruction. Kelly is co-author of
the Design of Wood Structures textbook.

Entrance to Conference Center from street level.

Entrance to Conference Center from top level of parking garage.

Parking Garage and Entrance

Street Parking
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George E Psaledakis has volunteered as a firefighter / engineer for his local community and has in-the-field experience fighting wildland fires and participated in multiple strike team deployments. George has observed firsthand the survival of structures during a fire storm.  He was a carpenter and for the last 40 years, has been practicing architecture. His experience as an architect has provided him with the insight to perform efficiently as a forensic evaluator in the built environment. George is a registered architect in California and 5 other states. 

George is employed at Jax Kneppers Associates, Walnut Creek performing the duties as a Senior Project Manager. His responsibilities include forensic evaluations of most building 
types, repair recommendations, complete architectural services, and construction administration. 
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